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Firgrove Elementary School has 971 students attending a school built 
for 550. A proposal to replace the school with a new building comes 
before voters in the February 6, 2007 school bond election.

10

 Volume 12:4  Building a Foundation for Learning  January 2007 

The 2004 bond program is experiencing 
successes on a variety of fronts, the most 
signifi cant being that all 14 projects are on 
time and within their planned budget.

“We are pleased to report that despite 
the volatility of the construction market 
that hit the nation in late 2004, we are 
still within our allocated resources,” said 
Jeanne Rynne, director of capital projects.

Also contributing to the district’s steward-
ship of bond funds is its approach to solic-
iting bids to ensure good coverage among 
the general contractor and subcontractor 
communities. “We’ve worked hard to be 
proactive,” Rynne said. “These efforts 
have paid off.” 

The contractor climate over the past 
couple of years has seen neighboring 
school districts experiencing few to 
no bidders on major projects, with bids 
coming in at 10 percent or more over the 
architect’s estimate, Rynne explained. 
However, the Puyallup School District has

All 14 projects in the 2004 school bond are either on time or ahead of schedule. The blue bars indicate 
completed projects.  All four of the projects were completed on time. The yellow bars indicate original 
project timelines, which match the current schedule. Exceptions are shown by the green bars, which 
represent revised timelines for projects ahead of schedule.

2004 bond projects are on time and within planned budgets

When Firgrove Elementary School fi rst 
opened in 1930, it was sitting beside a 
small country road. Today, that small 
country road — Meridian Avenue — has 
been transformed into a busy corridor 
shuttling thousands of commuters north 
and south each day.

In the seven decades since the original 
Firgrove opened, the school has had four 
additions and a modernization. This year, 
there are 971 students attending a school 
built for 550. 

A proposal to replace the school with a 
new building comes before voters in the  
school bond issue on the February 6, 2007 
special election ballot. The bond would 
also pay to replace two other aging 
facilities — Spinning and Northwood 
elementary schools (see related stories 
on pages 6-7).

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy 
Fyles said the reasons for replacing, rather 
than renovating, Firgrove Elementary are 
clear when considering its location near 
Meridian and its growing enrollment, 
which has hovered near 1,000 students in 
recent years.

Replacing a building, rather than remodel-
ing it, has several advantages, Fyles said. 
For one, the process is less disruptive to 
student learning. “The students continue 

to be housed in the existing facility while 
the new one is being built,” he said.

Replacing a school also is a more cost-
effective way to use funds when the build-
ing is old and outdated, Fyles said. No 
amount of remodeling, for example, will 
move the school away from the noise and 

exhaust gases on Meridian, he said.

Principal Amy Eveskcige said when 
people drive by Firgrove, “they see a very 
quaint little building. But when I give 

continued on page 6

Bond proposes to replace Firgrove Elementary

School bond election 
is February 6, 2007 
On Tuesday, February 6, Puyallup 
School District voters will be asked 
to consider a school bond to address 
continued facility and technology needs 
districtwide.

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The bond money would be used to 
build new schools and replace aging 
facilities and equipment in an effort 
to keep pace with rapid enrollment 
growth.

To learn more about the bond, see 
related articles in this issue of Connec-
tions or visit the school district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

continued on page  8
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  Please 
direct questions or comments to Karen 
Hansen, director of communications 
and executive services, PO Box 
370, Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: Karen Hansen

Editor: Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: Dale 
Carrington

Contributing Writers: Shanon 
Burke, Susan Gifford, and Teresa 
Stover. 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 
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Board Member’s Message 

As one of our goals this year, we are 
focusing on increased communications 
with our parents and community.

Over the past several months, we have 
made changes to our district’s Web site 
— one of our major sources of commu-
nication with our community. In addition 
to sharing news of our students and staff, 
you will fi nd important and up-to-date 
emergency information, student art and 
writing, and recognitions of our students 
and staff.

We have also changed the look of Con-
nections and Building Traditions, our two 
community newspapers. Both feature 
improved formats which allow us to share 
more stories and informational articles 
with you.

Earlier this year, we launched a teacher 
Web-based program called SWIFT. This 
program enables our teachers to have indi-
vidual Web pages, and it also provides an 
avenue for communication with parents. 

Many of our teachers and families have 
already taken advantage of this communi-
cation tool.

Another means of communication is cur-
rently in the developmental stage. Coming 
this September, we will be introducing a 
new enhancement to the district’s student 
records system, Home Access Center. This 
enhancement is part of a student records 
software upgrade to a product called Stu-
dentPLUS+.  

Home Access Center is a Web-based 
application allowing parents to view on-

line a wide variety of information about 
their children. It is tightly integrated 
with our student records software so 
that parents will be able to view general 
registration information, schedules, 
attendance, discipline, report cards, 
selected test scores, course requests, and 
other information.  

Home Access Center also has the capacity 
to provide parents and teachers with di-
rect, up-to-date communication links and, 
eventually, parent access to assignments, 
progress reports, and other grade book 
information. All of this will be available 
to all parents via the Web at any time of 
day or night. For more information about 
Home Access Center, see an article on 
page 10 in this issue of Connections.

We are excited about the additions and 
changes we have made to our communica-
tion systems. We also hope that they will 
help our staff members and the families 
of our students as they work together to 
enhance student achievement. 

As a senior in high school in 1979, my 
social studies class was called “World 
Historical Problems.”  The class was 
hallmarked by a Middle East Peace 
Conference, with each student role-play-
ing a country involved in the effort to 
bring peace to the region. Furthermore, 
high school foreign language classes at 
that time were primarily focused to meet 
the two-year requirement for college 
admission.  

Sadly, not much has changed in the 
Middle East in the subsequent 27 years. 
Peace can be elusive. Looking back, it 
would have been very hard to envision 
a world as small as this one has become 
— a world where most large companies 
are truly international, where most manu-
facturing is done overseas, where calls to 
technical support connect us to India, and 
where a signifi cant and growing segment 
of society does not speak English as its 
fi rst language.

For today’s students, understand-
ing the world will be relevant in their 
jobs, be it selling products into China, 
managing production for a factory in 
Singapore, providing healthcare to a 
Ukrainian immigrant, or overseeing a 
truly multinational workforce in our 
local construction industry. Thirty years 

ago, interaction with those from another 
country was likely limited to a vacation 
to Mexico. Today, it can happen several 
times a day.

One challenge facing us is our view of 
teaching foreign language in school. 
For decades, foreign language has been 
taught exclusively in junior high and 
high schools. The objective was famil-
iarity with the language, not fl uency. In 
many of today’s jobs, fl uency in another 
language can bring expanded opportuni-
ties. However, to achieve fl uency, we 
would need to offer foreign language at a 
much earlier age.

So, although the search for Middle East 
peace remains unchanged, we must pre-
pare our students to compete effectively in 
today’s international working world.

Every year in December, the Puyallup 
School Board elects new offi cers for the 
coming year.

By unanimous vote, the board elected 
Lloyd Freudenstein president, Kathy 
Affl erbaugh vice president, and Bruce 
Dammeier legislative representative.

“This is indeed an honor,” Freudenstein 
said.

The board and district staff also 
thanked Seeley for her one-year 
tenure as board president. She said 
it has been an honor  to have served 
as president and thanked her family, 
board members, district staff, and the 
community for their support.

“I would like to thank the community 
for the conversations that I’ve had in the 
last year regarding their questions and 
concerns,” Seeley said.

She said the district is positioned “in 
an excellent place. We have great 
opportunities ahead of us, and I look 
forward to working hard in the next year 
on each one of those.”

Board elects new offi cers in annual reorganization

Puyallup School District Board of Directors (from left): Director Greg 
Heath, Director Diana Seeley, President Lloyd Freudenstein, Vice 
President Kathy Affl erbaugh, and Legislative Representative Bruce 
Dammeier. 
Each of the directors praised Seeley 
for her tenure as president. Director 
Bruce Dammeier said, “There are a lot 
of good things that happened on your 
watch,” including developing a school 
bond package, naming new schools, and 

completing a junior high school boundary 
study.

Director Kathy Affl erbaugh added, “You 
have certainly set a high bar for all of us 
to follow.”
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Original high school student artwork 
is prominently displayed on 18 newly 
constructed bus shelters along Meridian 
Avenue on South Hill.

The designs, created by Emerald Ridge 
and Rogers high school students and 
sandblasted onto tempered glass, speak to 
the area’s history and geography. The 18 
different images feature Mt. Rainier, for-
est animals, and historical scenes includ-
ing the Naches Trail, early settlers, and an 
old saw mill that has been converted into 
a dance hall.

The sandblasting process is scheduled to 
be completed this month, with electricity 
eventually hooked up to as many shelters 
as possible to illuminate the images, said 
Monica Adams, a Pierce Transit project 
manager. The shelters are located on both 
sides of Meridian between 128th and 
176th streets.

Pierce Transit, the South Hill Community 
Council, the South Hill Historical Society, 
and the Puyallup School District all part-
nered to make the project a success.

When the idea was fi rst pitched three 
years ago, members of the participating 
agencies agreed there should be a theme 
to the artwork. With help from the South 
Hill Historical Society, the students had 
a framework — based on an historical 
theme — to draw their designs.

Emerald Ridge High School art teacher 
Candace Loring and Rogers High art 
teacher Debbie Munson said their students 
enjoyed creating something for the larger 
community.

“It has been a good experience for them 
to create something for public viewing,” 
Loring said.

Adams said there is a lot of excitement for 
the project. “This is a priority corridor for 
us, and we are thrilled that the community, 
including the students, has taken an inter-
est in working with us.”

Sherri Bails, vice president of the South 
Hill Community Council and an artist, 
said she couldn’t be more excited to 
see original student artwork displayed 
on such a heavily traveled route. “Our 
talented kids did this,” she said. “These 
are treasures for our community. I’m 

just thrilled.”

Many of the students who had their 
artwork selected for the shelters have 
since graduated and moved out of the 
area, however those still here said they are 
excited about seeing their artwork move 
from a drawing on paper to the fi nished 
product on glass. All of the 18 original 
drawings were displayed last fall at the 
South Hill Historical Society booth at the 
Puyallup Fair.

Trevor Clark, a senior this year at Emerald 
Ridge High School, said, “Just knowing 
that all those people will see my work is 
pretty cool.”

This bus shelter near Meridian Avenue and 136th Street is one of 18 
shelters that feature original high school artwork.

Student art debuts on South Hill bus shelters Annual Soup and 
Salad Supper set for 
February 2
The annual Soup and Salad Supper 
sponsored by the school district’s food 
and nutrition services department is 
scheduled from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb-
ruary 2 at Aylen Junior High School.

Proceeds from the event support high 
school student scholarships. Cost is $7 
for adults and $6 for senior citizens and 
children 12 years and younger.

This year’s menu features vegetable 
beef and clam chowder soups, salad 
bar, dinner roll, dessert, and coffee or 
punch.

Tickets can be purchased at the door 
or in advance from any school district 
food service staff member.

The school is located at 101 15th St. 
S.W. in Puyallup.

Puyallup Family
Co-op sets tours and 
information nights
The Puyallup Family Co-op is provid-
ing tours and information nights about 
its program for the 2007-2008 school 
year. 

The Co-op classes, housed at Firgrove 
Elementary School, serve kindergarten 
through grade six. The program is open 
to all Puyallup School District students.

Attendance at one of the tours and an 
information night is required to com-
plete the enrollment process.

Tours are scheduled at 9 a.m. on 
January 31, February 12, March 7, and 
March 19. A 2 p.m. tour is scheduled on 
February 27. The tours will begin in the 
Firgrove offi ce.

Information nights are scheduled in the 
Firgrove Library beginning at 6 p.m. on 
February 15, 6:30 p.m. on March 6, and 
7 p.m. on March 21.

For more information or to sign up for 
a tour and information night, contact 
Firgrove Elementary at (253) 841-8733. 
The school is located at 13918 Merid-
ian Ave. South.

The Puyallup School District invites 
parents and/or guardians of elemen-
tary students to preview the district’s 
approved Human Growth and Develop-
ment and HIV/AIDS curriculum for 
students in grades four, fi ve, and six.

The preview will be held from 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday, February 7 in the 
Puyallup High School commons, 105 
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their 
child from the HIV/AIDS curriculum 
required by the state must preview this 
curriculum and sign an exclusion form.

Questions or concerns may be shared 
during this parent information meet-
ing, with a child’s teacher, or by calling 
the offi ce of Rick Wells, director of 
athletics, health, and fi tness, at (253) 
841-8785.

HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview 
set for February 7

Emerald Ridge High School students 
know what it takes to run a successful 
company. They experienced it fi rst-hand 
during the school’s Business Week.

Students formed corporations, designed 
and created products, then marketed their 
devices to prospective investors during the 
weeklong activity in December.

The community also actively participated 
in the event. More than 35 guest speakers 
from area businesses came to the South 
Hill campus on one of the days to share 
about their jobs and provide students with 
insight into the working world.

Community volunteers also arrived at the 
campus on Friday to help judge students’ 
marketing displays, which were set up in 
the halls outside classrooms.

During the marketing fair, students 
showed off handmade products that 

ranged from a mix between an Automatic 
Teller Machine and direction-giving 
device, to an entertainment machine that 
combined music, games, and movement.

A team of Emerald Ridge High students 
— many of them dressed in business suits 
or other professional attire — stood at 
their displays ready to promote the items 
and answer questions about stock prices 
and marketing tools.

“It’s just a great real-life learning experi-
ence for them,” said Patti McMullan, a 
career specialist at Emerald Ridge who 
helped organize the event.

Colette Keenan, a senior at Emerald 
Ridge, said the weeklong process has 
been a good team-building experience for 
her class advisory group. Students are as-
signed to an advisory in their sophomore 
year and have a class period with the same 
group of students through all three years of high school. “Our advisory has been 

really motivated,” she said. “I’ve learned 
a lot. It has helped me prepare for the 
future.”

Senior Peter Harnett, who is in the same 
advisory class as Keenan, said he learned 
that creating a product and working to 
successfully market it is not as easy as he 
thought. “It’s a lot of work.”

Emerald Ridge hosts a special learning 
week — World Week, Science Week, and 
Business Week — each year on a rotating 
schedule. 

Principal Brian Lowney said he was 
impressed by the work done by staff and 
students during this year’s event. “Every-
one has worked so hard to make this a 
success,” he said.

Central Pierce Fire and Rescue Assistant 
Chief Matt Holm, who served as a judge, 
had special praise for the students. “They 
were professional, they were prepared, 
and they taught me a lot,” he said.

Emerald Ridge students get down to business

Student Kristen Goff shows off 
one of her fi rm’s products.

Emerald Ridge High School student Vince Scott promotes his business 
products with community judge Annie Hamilton while students Kristin 
Anderson and Kayla Bangs look on.
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The Puyallup School District and St. Fran-
cis House have partnered for the second 
year in a row to offer parents and other 
adult family members of English Lan-
guage Learner (ELL) students their own 
English class.

Two evenings a week, district paraeduca-
tor Torie Blanas meets with her students. 
They practice English, work on pro-
nunciation, and share stories about their 
lives. “We just want to get them speaking 
English in a comfortable learning environ-
ment,” Blanas said.

The curriculum used is a nationally 
recognized program for English language 
acquisition and is provided by St. Francis 
House, said Nancy Arnold, assistant direc-
tor of special services. “It is very good for 
adults.”

Many ELL students in the Puyallup 
School District have families at home 
who do not speak English, Arnold said. 
The district wanted to offer adults in the 
community a chance to learn the language 
with assistance from a teacher. “It is an 
important part of integrating into your 
community,” she said.

Blanas recounted the story of one of her 
students who was referred to the class by 
a police offi cer after a language barrier in-
cident. “He was with his wife and children 
and stopped at a convenience store to buy 
something. The owner of the store called 

District and St. Francis House partner to teach adults English 

the police because he saw that the vehicle 
my student was driving looked like his 
own vehicle that had previously been 
stolen. The police questioned my student, 
whose limited English made it hard for 
him to express himself.”

The police offi cer determined the man was 
innocent and suggested he attend a class 
to help him with his English skills. Blanas 
said she is grateful the offi cer was con-
nected to resources in the community and 

was able to refer the man to the ELL class.

As parents feel more comfortable with the 
language, Blanas said they are more likely 
to become involved with their children’s 
school and homework. 

“Classically, our ELL or language minor-
ity parents are isolated from many of their 
children’s school experiences,” she said. 
“They don’t often volunteer and they 
often can’t advocate for their children 

without the help of an interpreter.”

Blanas said often parents are unable to 
help their children with homework. “This 
leaves children equally isolated and puts 
them in a position to have to fend for 
themselves whether they are able to do so 
or not.”

The reasons for joining the class vary 
from student to student, as do the students’ 
levels of English ability, Blanas said. 
Some students come to class with barely 
any knowledge of the language, while 
others come to practice English skills. The 
class works, Blanas said, because it is a 
safe place for everyone to learn.

Another benefi t of the program, Blanas 
said, is that adult students can bring their 
children with them to class. Puyallup High 
School student volunteers provide free 
childcare. “It allows the parents to focus 
on learning,” Blanas said.

“The class is very good,” said Norma 
Boites, a student in the class. “It helps 
a lot.”

The adult ELL class meets from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday 
through June in the Puyallup Public 
Library. New students are welcome to join 
anytime during the year. Free childcare 
is provided during class in the library’s 
children’s section. For more information, 
call (253) 435-6514.

Paraeducator and adult English Language Learning Teacher Torie 
Blanas listens as Osualdo Ceras practices his conversation skills in 
the evening class.

What do a doggie, a duckling, and a deer 
have in common? For starters, they all 
start with the letter “D.” Beyond that, all 
three animals were used in a recent lesson 
to help second-grade English Language 
Learner (ELL) students at Karshner 
Elementary School get comfortable with 
speaking and understanding English.

junior high and high school students learn 
with “Shining Star.” The goal of both 
programs is to make students profi cient 
in “academic language” — the language 
most often used in classroom settings. 
Academic language can be more techni-
cal than regular conversational language, 
Viniarski said.

Students excel in English Language Learner program

Younger students, such as those in Mann’s 
class at Karshner Elementary, often learn about 
letters and make connections between letters 
and words. The curriculum is designed to be 
interactive and allows for improvisation by 
teachers — something Mann enjoyed doing 
when teaching students about the letter “D.” 

At the junior high and high school levels, 
ELL instruction is provided in elective-type 
classes offered at Aylen Junior High and 
Puyallup High schools. Students are bused in 
from their home-area schools to attend Aylen 
or Puyallup for the full day, Viniarski said.

Here, teachers strive to connect learning 
in the ELL program with students’ other 
classes. Aylen Junior High School ELL 
teacher Jill Steele said she goes beyond 
teaching English skills to help students 
with work they are doing in other classes.

This is the fi rst time in 15 years as an ELL 
teacher that Steele has had a curriculum to 
follow. “I love this curriculum,” she said.

The Puyallup School District offers free 
homework help to ELL students at local 
libraries. On Mondays, a tutor is avail-
able from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the South Hill 
Library, 15420 Meridian E. On Wednes-
days, a tutor is available from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. at the Puyallup Public Library, 324 
S. Meridian. Parents are invited to par-
ticipate and help as volunteers. For more 
information, contact Andrew Viniarski at 
(253) 435-6514. Questions are answered 
in English, Spanish, and Russian.

Aylen Junior High student Monica 
Gonzalez participates in the ELL  
program.

Karshner Elementary teacher Julie Mann teaches second graders 
letters and words in the English Language Learner program.

Karshner Elementary students (from left) Heriberto 
“Junior” Molinero-Esquivel and Dayanara Alonzo 
practice walking like ducklings as they learn about 
the letter “D.”

The new curriculum 
comes highly recom-
mended by both the 
Offi ce of the Superin-
tendent of Public In-
struction and several 
Washington school 
districts where it is 
in use, said Nancy 
Arnold, assistant 
director of special 
services. 

The need for a set 
curriculum has grown 
as enrollment in the 
district’s ELL program 
has increased. The 
program has doubled 
in recent years, with 
nearly 450 students 
enrolled this school 
year. There are more 
than 20 different lan-

guages spoken, ranging from Korean and 
Russian to Chinese-Mandarin and Thai. 
More than half of the ELL students speak 
Spanish.

Students typically stay in the ELL pro-
gram for three years and work on learning 
both academic and interpersonal language. 
“The curriculum is structured in a way to 
get students involved and fully functional 
in society,” Viniarski said. “To do that, 
they are engaged in meaningful, age-ap-
propriate activities.”

The ELL program in elementary schools 
is a pullout program. Teachers or paraedu-
cators either pull students out of class for 
30-minute sessions or visit classrooms for 
in-class instruction. Lessons vary depend-
ing on the grade and English profi ciency 
level of the students.

After sharing a song about the animals, 
students in Julie Mann’s ELL class 
were encouraged to call out as many 
words as they could in a minute that 
started with “D.” Mann then engaged 
the children by asking them to walk 
like ducklings, which was performed 
with much giggling.

The activity in Mann’s classroom is one 
example of a new ELL curriculum in 
use for the fi rst time this year in schools 
throughout the district.

“The program is designed to get the stu-
dents fully involved and using the English 
language,” said Andrew Viniarski, coordi-
nator of the district’s ELL program.

At the elementary level, students use the 
“On Our Way to English” curriculum, and 
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Teachers earn 
National Board 
Certifi cation
The school district recently learned 
that four of its elementary teachers 
passed a rigorous process to become 
National Board Certifi ed teachers.

 
The teachers who 
earned national 
recognition are: 
Rilla Mattson, 
a fourth-grade 
teacher at Wood-
land Elementary; 
Andrea DeBrueler, 
a fi rst-grade teacher 
at Woodland 
Elementary; Annie 

Miller, a sixth-grader teacher at Zeiger 
Elementary; and Ken Cook, a third-
grade teacher at Brouillet Elementary.

National Board Certifi cation is the 
highest credential in the teaching 
profession and is a process that shows 
the level of dedication that teachers 
have for their craft, said Linda Quinn, 
executive director of administrative 
services.

“This is good news,” Quinn said. “We 
are very proud of our teachers for this 
accomplishment.”

Teachers must ap-
ply to the National 
Board for Profes-
sional Teaching 
Standards, develop 
a portfolio, and 
demonstrate their 
content knowledge. 

One requirement is 
to submit four port-
folio entries. Three 
of the entries must be classroom based, 
with video recordings and examples of 
student work provided as supporting 
documentation. A fourth entry must 
relate to the applicant’s accomplish-
ments outside of the classroom — with 
family, the community, or colleagues 
— and how they impact student learn-
ing.

“It is an intensive 
process,” Cook 
said, adding that his 
portfolio ended up 
being several hun-
dred pages long. 

Miller agreed and 
said the rigorous 
process has made 
her a better teacher.

Applicants must also respond to six 
written exercises in their selected 
teaching certifi cate subject area and 
demonstrate their 
content knowledge. 
The applicants’ 
submissions are re-
viewed and scored 
by a minimum of 
12 teachers who 
have been trained 
and are themselves 
National Board 
Certifi ed teachers.

The entire process takes about a year 
to complete, Mattson said. “Then you 
wait.”

All of the candidates said the experi-
ence caused them to refl ect on how 
what they do on a daily basis in the 
classroom affects student learning and 
achievement. “It makes an impact on 
you as a teacher,” DeBrueler said.

The Rogers High School girls volleyball 
team returned to the winners podium at 
the state tournament this fall, earning 
a seventh place fi nish and a spot in the 
school record book.

From the start of the fall sports season, the 
Rams showed they were a force to be reck-
oned with. “We went in with the attitude 
that no one was going to roll over us,” said 
Coach Mandy Flores-Handley.

The team did just that, winning 13 games 
and giving up only one match during the 
regular season. That determination and 
skill earned them the South Puget Sound 
League (SPSL) South Division league 
championship title — the fi rst one in more 
than a decade.

“Our goal at 
the start of 
the season 
was to work 
hard to get 
to state, and 
it felt really 
good once we 
made it,” said 
senior captain 
and three-
year veteran 
Jill Rogers. 
“It was a 
team effort.”

The Rams 
had even 
more reason 
to dust off the 
record book 
as sophomore 
Ashleigh 
Pollard was 
unanimously 
selected the 

SPSL South Division’s most valuable 
player — a signifi cant achievement for a 
sophomore, the coach said. It’s been 10 
years since one of the Rams volleyball 
players received such an honor.

“I was in shock when I found out,” said 
Pollard, an outside hitter who has been 
playing volleyball since she was eight 
years old. Now 15, Pollard said she 
walked onto the court at each match 
with the thought of “getting the job 
done.”

While much of the team’s success is owed 
to hard work and skill, Flores-Handley 
said there is another important contributor 
to the team’s success — the fans. “They 
showed up to every game and even came 
to state. They were amazing.”

In other notable fall sports team accom-
plishments:

•  The Rogers High boys varsity cross 
country team, coached by Steve Lynch 
and Kebra Thompson, was named the 
Academic State Champion for having 
the highest grade point average in the 
previous grading period among all 
other Class 4A teams in the state. The 
runners achieved a 3.798 team grade 
point average. The Rogers Rams boys 
and girls cross country teams also 
were named SPSL fall sportsmanship 
award winners. The Puyallup High 
boys and girls cross country teams 
snatched fi rst place in the league, and 
coach Michele Mathay was named 
cross country coach of the year. The 
Emerald Ridge High boys cross 
country team took second place in the 
league with a 6 and 1 record.

• Puyallup High’s boys tennis team won 
its fi rst league title in the school’s 
history and received the SPSL tennis 
sportsmanship award. Coach Brooks 
Hazen won SPSL tennis coach of the 
year. 

• Rogers High girls soccer coach Moe 
Orcutt was named the league’s co-
coach of the year. This is the second 
consecutive year Orcutt has won coach 
of the year honors. The Puyallup Vikings 
girls soccer team secured second place 
in the SPSL South Division.

• The Rams water polo team placed 
fourth at Washington State Invitational 
Tournament, and head coach Debbie 
Turver was named the South Sound 
League coach of the year. The Vikings 
water polo team placed sixth at the 
state tournament.

• The Puyallup High School football 
team took fi rst place in the SPSL 
South Division and advanced to the 
state playoffs.

• The Vikings girls and boys golf teams 
placed fi rst and second respectively in 
the league. Both teams also joined the 
Rogers High girls and boys golf teams 
in being selected co-winners of the 
SPSL fall sportsmanship award.

• Puyallup High’s volleyball team 
placed third in the SPSL South and 
seventh in the West Central District. 
The team also was named an SPSL 
sportsmanship award winner.

• Rogers High won the SPSL 
South Division’s overall school 
sportsmanship award. The school was 
selected from among all fall sports 
teams in the league.

“It is very rewarding for me to see our 
young people reach the levels of success 
witnessed in our athletic programs this 
past fall season,” said Rick Wells, director 
of athletics, health, and fi tness.

Fall sports wrap-up
Volleyball team nets league and state recognition

Outside hitter Ashleigh Pollard, voted most valuable player on the 
Rogers High volleyball team, powers the ball against Kentwood. 

photos courtesy of Kent Valley Sports

Puyallup Giftmakers serves nearly 650 children
Puyallup Giftmakers, a “kids helping kids” 
program run by Puyallup School District 
students, provided holiday gifts to more 
than 225 families and nearly 650 children 
last month.

The program, which celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in December, provided chil-
dren with new toys, games, books, stuffed 
animals, and stocking stuffers. Gifts are 
collected through school and community 
drives organized by students and staff. 
Other gifts are purchased with monetary 
donations received from individuals,  local 
governments, businesses, service clubs, 
and community organizations. 

Photo: A Giftmakers participant 
selects new toys for her children  
with help from student shoppers 
(from left) Whitney Sidor of 
Emerald Ridge High, and Breinn 
Bertrand of Puyallup High.

Andrea
DeBrueler

Ken Cook

Rilla Mattson

Senior Captain Jill 
Rogers celebrates a 
point.

Annie Miller
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Spinning Elementary School fi rst-grade 
teacher Julia Ellis works hard to minimize 
distractions in her class. There are some 
things she can’t control however, such as 
the trains and large trucks that travel several 
times a day past her classroom window.

The school, located across the street 
from the railroad tracks and next to busy 
Pioneer Avenue, is one of three buildings 
slated to be replaced in a school bond 
proposal that comes before voters in the 
February 6, 2007 special election.

The plan is to move Spinning further back 
on the property, away from the street and 
the railroad tracks, said Executive Direc-
tor of Facilities Rudy Fyles.

When the school was originally built in 
1891, being located next to Pioneer was 
not a big thing, Fyles said. As Puyallup 
has grown, he said the road has grown 
increasingly busy, creating more noise and 
a less-than-ideal student safety situation.

The district has installed a fence along the 
north side of the property along Pioneer 
Avenue, and crossing guards help stu-
dents cross area side streets before and 
after school, but safety continues to be a 
concern, he said.

The age of the school also factored into 
the decision to include it on a list of 
proposed school bond projects. The school 

was remodeled in 1935, had an addi-
tion built in 1977, and was modernized 
in 1985. Now that 20 more years have 
passed, a replacement building would 
provide students and staff with a facil-
ity more suitable to current technology, 

best teaching practices, and other student 
program needs.

Guests to the school, for example, walk 
through the entrance and are greeted with 
a hallway rather than the school offi ce. “It 

just doesn’t make a lot of sense,” he said.

Furthermore, the older building has lim-
ited space for school specialists to do their 
work, as well as little room for storage. 
Space is so tight that students often line 
up their backpacks in the hallway when 
they go into the library, and staff uses the 
school courtyard and breezeway to store 
some of their materials.

In addition to space concerns, Spinning 
Principal Conchita Oliver-Moore said 
there are leaks in the roof, old plumbing, 
and poor drainage around portable class-
rooms, where water pools during heavy 
rains. Construction of a new Spinning 
building would include site improvements 
to fi x drainage problems.

Another reason for rebuilding rather than 
remodeling Spinning is to prepare for an-
ticipated enrollment growth. Like the ex-
isting structure, the new school would be 
built for 550 students. Its design, however, 
would better meet student and community 
needs as the population builds. This year 
about 360 students are enrolled.

Rebuilding rather than remodeling a school 
is easier on students, Fyles said, because 
they can attend class in the current building 
while construction on the new structure is 
under way. The move to the new building 
is then made during summer months when 
there is less impact on students.

Spinning Elementary School, which is located near busy Pioneer 
Avenue, is slated to be replaced and moved further back on the site as 
part of the proposed school bond in the February 6 special election.

2007 school bond includes Spinning Elementary replacement

Bond proposes replacing aging Northwood 
them a tour, they see that there are a lot 
of little bodies crammed in there.”

An example of just how crowded the 
Firgrove building has become was 
obvious when the school held its fi rst 
all-school assembly of the year. “The 
students were just packed in so tight 
they could barely move,” Eveskcige 
said. “They behaved wonderfully, but 
there was just no room.”

In fact, not all Firgrove students fi t on 
the school campus during the regular 
school day — even with 14 portable 
classrooms on site. About 240 students 
in grades fi ve and six are housed in 
eight separate portables on the neigh-
boring Ballou Junior High campus.

“When they are spread out, it is harder 
to have a community,” Eveskcige said. 
“Our kids deserve the best so they can 
grow physically and academically.”

Fyles said a rebuilt Firgrove Elementary 
School would have many advantages 
over the current building. The new 
building would be located further back 
on the property, which would minimize 
road noise.

Access to the school would be moved 
from Meridian to 138th Street, which 
is the same road that Ballou Junior 
High School uses to enter and exit. 
This, in turn, would create a safer 
environment, Fyles said, as school bus 
drivers and parents would not need to 
pull onto and off of the increasingly 
congested Meridian Avenue to pick up 
and drop off their children.

The size of the Firgrove replacement 
building is tied directly to another pro-
posed project on the 2007 school bond 
issue — the addition of an elementary 
school in the southwest corner of the 
district. That additional 750-student 
school would relieve the enrollment 
crunch at Firgrove and other neigh-
boring schools. For this reason, the 
Firgrove replacement is proposed as a 
550-student school. 

Northwood Elementary School Knights 
have a lot going for them, including a 
dedicated staff and a desire to learn. The 
30-year-old building they are housed in, 
however, is aging and in need of updating 
and repair, said Rudy Fyles, executive 
director of facilities.

The age of the facility, combined with 
projected enrollment growth over the 
next decade, are the main reasons North-
wood is proposed to be replaced with a 
new building. 

The school replacement is one of 19 proj-
ects proposed in the 2007 school bond that 
will come before voters in the February 6, 
2007 school bond election.

Northwood Principal Lisa Nolan said 
her staff does the best they can with 
the tools that are available to them, 
but they are certainly lacking some 
amenities in the school that would en-
able them to enhance student learning, 
including integrating more technology 
into classroom lessons.

The school was originally built in 1974 
and had an addition in 1977. Since then, 
the only changes have been some elec-
trical and structural updates which have 
kept the school in working and running 
order, Fyles said.

Funds from the 2004 voter-approved 
school bond provided better access to 
some technology, but the building was 
not designed for the level of connectiv-
ity needed in schools today, Fyles said.

The layout of the existing school is also 
unlike any other school in the district and 
isn’t conducive to today’s teaching style, 
Fyles said. The library is out in the open 
in the middle of the school, which is a 
high traffi c area.

Students pay for and line up for their 
lunches in the main entry foyer, just a 
short distance away from the front entry 
door. 

The school offi ce also lacks confer-
ence space and secured storage; and the 

adjacent workroom, often used by school 
volunteers and staff, has limited counter 
space for projects. 

The Citizen’s Facilities Advisory Com-
mittee, the group that made the initial 
recommendation to replace Northwood 
Elementary School, also noted in its report 
that thin walls between classrooms allow 
for noise transmission and technology 
limitations, including an “inadequate” 
computer lab.

For these reasons and more, the school 
“does not lend itself to a remodel,” Fyles 
said.

Instead, the building would be rebuilt to-
ward the front of the 18-acre site in Edge-
wood. The plan calls for the new building 
to be located where it won’t affect the 
existing school’s recently constructed 
fi eld. “It just makes sense not to disturb 
something we just fi nished,” Fyles said.

The new building would also be expanded. 
Initially it would be built to hold 550 students.

In the end, the goal is to provide the best 
learning environment for students, Nolan 
said. “They are the most important thing 
here. They deserve the best.”

Firgrove replacement
continued from page 1

Students at Northwood Elementary School line up in the front hallway 
of the school’s main foyer to pay for and get their lunches. The older 
school’s design does not have a designated area for students to be 
served lunches. Replacing the aging building is one of 19 projects 
included in a bond issue in the February 6, 2007 special election.
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When lunch recess arrives, Waller Road 
Elementary students rush to the far end 
of the playground to climb on a colorful 
piece of equipment com-
monly known as a Big Toy. 
A few of the children stop 
short to cross a 30-year-
old set of monkey bars or 
climb on a small wooden 
play structure that dates 
back more than a decade. 

A proposal to replace 
aging school playground 
equipment with new 
structures throughout the 
district is included in the 
2007 school bond package 
that comes before voters 
on February 6.

More than half of the 
district’s 21 elementary 
school playgrounds have 
equipment old enough to 
warrant adding a more 
modern structure, accord-
ing to a survey by the school district’s 
facilities department.

As structures age, particularly wooden 
structures, they deteriorate and eventu-
ally become a safety hazard and must be 

Playgrounds, reader boards, and safety sheds on project list 
removed, said district grounds foreman 
Charles Ranes. Wood structures rot and 
can cause splinters, he said, while metal 

bars, slides, and poles 
routinely rust after years 
of being exposed to the 
elements. 

Playground equipment 
built today invites more 
imaginative play, he said, 
as the structures are fi lled 
with numerous interactive 
activities.

Furthermore, bond money 
would pay to replace ex-
isting pea gravel in about 
half of the school’s play-
grounds with engineered 
wood fi bers or rubber mat-
ting impact material that 
would make the play areas 
wheelchair accessible.

Superintendent Tony 
Apostle said playground 

structures provide exercise at recess and 
promote wellness among children in the 
community who use the equipment during 
non-school hours.

Elementary schools that already have 

suffi cient playground equipment would be 
given comparable funding to do other site 
improvements, said Debra Aungst, assis-
tant superintendent of education support. 
Several schools, for example, recently 
installed new interactive Big Toys through 
PTA fund-raising efforts.

Apostle said there are parents in the 
school district who spend several years 
working hard to raise money for new 
playground structures, “never to see their 
children play on the equipment.”

2007 school bond

Waller Road Elementary students play during recess on a wooden 
play structure that is more than a decade old. Some of the school’s 
parallel bars date back 30 years.

Mt. View Elementary School on North Hill is one of several schools 
that would get its fi rst school reader board under the school bond 
proposal.

Emergency Sheds

Reader Boards

Quick facts about the bond
The Puyallup School Board unanimously agreed to place a school bond package on 
the February 6, 2007 special election ballot. The following are some quick facts about 
the bond:

• The $259.5 million bond package outlines 19 facility and technology projects, 
ranging from building a new elementary school and two high school classroom 
additions, to modernizing junior high science classrooms, replacing three aging 
elementary schools, and upgrading Sparks Stadium.

• The estimated combined tax collection rate for new and existing bonds in the 
district will not increase by more than 29 cents per thousand dollars of assessed 
valuation. The current rate of $2.40 would not increase to more than $2.69.

• A bond pays for capital projects such as new school construction, remodels 
or upgrades of existing buildings, and technology systems and infrastructure 
projects.

• Some senior citizens and persons with a disability may be exempt from all or 
part of this bond. Information is available by contacting the Senior Citizen and 
Disabled Persons Exemption Department Hotline at (253) 798-2169.

• Additional information about the 2007 bond can be found on the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click the 
Capital Projects icon. For specifi c questions, send an e-mail message to election@
puyallup.k12.wa.us or call (253) 841-8703.

Remember to vote on February 6!

One effective way elementary, junior 
high, and high schools communicate with 
parents and the surrounding community 
about school activities and events is by 
posting announcements on reader boards 
near the school entrance.

The reader boards 
share news about 
everything from 
back-to-school 
nights and sock 
hops to sporting 
events and parent 
conferences.

Not all schools have 
reader boards, how-
ever, and of those 
that do, some of the 
signs are deteriorat-
ing beyond repair.

The 2007 school 
bond proposes 
adding or replacing 
reader boards at nu-
merous elementary, 
junior high, and 
high schools.

Schools that would 
get their very 
fi rst reader board 
include Mt. View 
Elementary on North Hill; Sunrise and 
Wildwood elementary schools on South 
Hill; Walker High School in downtown 
Puyallup; and Karshner, Riverside, and 
Fruitland elementary schools in the Puyal-
lup Valley.

In addition to announcing the dates and 
times of upcoming events, reader boards 
generally display the school name and 
often the mascot or other distinguishing 
school logo.

Planning for the worst is part of being 
prepared for a natural disaster. Schools in 
the Puyallup School District are making 
plans to be prepared to care for students in 
the event that emergency supplies stored 
inside school buildings are inaccessible 
during a crisis.

School district volunteers have already 
built emergency sheds at some schools 
and district buildings, and the 2007 school 
bond proposes installing the sheds at the 
remaining schools and buildings.

All of the district’s junior highs and high 
schools would get emergency sheds, as 
well as 12 of the district’s elementary 
schools, the district’s Education Service 
Center, and the Central Kitchen.

“The sheds are designed for major disas-
ters when you 
may not be able to 
go back into the 
school building,” 
said Rudy Fyles, 
executive direc-
tor of facilities. 
The sturdy wood 
frames hold up 
well in an earth-
quake, he said, 
and the sheds 
are isolated from 
the main school 
buildings in case 
of fi re.

They may also 
come in handy 
in the event of a 
power outage or a 
fi re alarm, Aungst 
said. “If the fi re 
department clears 
the building and 
we can’t go back 
in, these can hold 
supplies to use 

while the kids are outside. We need to 
be proactive in the area of safety,” she 
said.

The bond money would pay to install 
8-by-12 sheds on sites where there 
are none, and also for some related 
safety equipment such as shovels, 
stretchers, axes, fi re extinguishers, and 
crowbars. Schools are encouraged to 
stock the sheds with other basic emer-
gency supplies.

Waller Road Elementary 
s tudent  Mackenz ie 
Adams crosses the 
monkey bars.

David Sunich, interim assistant 
principal at Pope Elementary, holds 
some of the supplies stored in the 
school’s emergency shed.
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The Puyallup School District is growing 
at an average of 300 new students — the 
equivalent of about half an elementary 
school — every year.

Trying to keep pace with the rapid enroll-
ment growth, which is projected to con-
tinue through at least the next decade, has 
been a constant challenge in recent years 
as housing construction continues and 
more families with school-age children 
move into the area. 

Even with two new 750-student elemen-
tary schools opening in September, the 
district will still have one out of every 
10 students housed in a portable class-
room. Puyallup is the ninth largest school 
district in the state with more than 21,600 
students enrolled this year.

A school bond that will come before vot-
ers in the February 6, 2007 special elec-
tion proposes new construction projects to 
continue providing relief to overcrowded 
schools, as well as prepare for future 
growth.

The proposed bond projects include build-
ing classroom additions at Emerald Ridge 
and Puyallup high schools to serve grow-
ing enrollment, as well as constructing a 
new 750-student elementary school in the 
southwest corner of the district to ease 
crowding at Firgrove, Zeiger, and Wood-
land elementary schools.

All three elementary schools are feeling the 
squeeze from increased housing construc-
tion in the area. Several large developments, 
for example, are either under construction 
or have land cleared and are prepared for 
building near 152nd Street and 84th Avenue. 
New apartment complexes not far from 
there along Canyon Road are also within the 
school district’s attendance boundaries.

One of the most startling examples of too 

many students in too few school build-
ings can be seen this year at Woodland 
Elementary School. The school, built for 
550 students, has a steady enrollment of 
nearly 700 students.

At the end of the school day, cars snake 
bumper-to-bumper around the parking lot 
and spill out onto 112th Street, with a long 
line of red taillights on the busy thorough-
fare as parents wait to turn right or left into 
the parking lot to pick up their children. To 
help keep children safe and the line of cars 
moving, two staff members stand in front 
of the school each afternoon to direct traf-
fi c and open cars doors for children.

There are so many students at Woodland 
this year that a ninth bus run was added 
and children are released from school on 
a staggered basis to make sure everyone 
fi ts safely in the bus boarding area, said 
Principal Eric Molver.

The school also moved a second-grade 
class into a portable classroom this year 
that was formerly used by music students. 
Band and orchestra students now meet 
on the gym stage, which has a retractable 
door separating the makeshift classroom 
from the students doing P.E. activities on 
the gym fl oor. Furthermore, the school’s 
general music teacher travels from one 
class to the next, packing whatever instru-
ments she can fi t onto a small push cart to 
teach her lessons.

“We’ve had to make some sacrifi ces and 
get creative with space,” Molver said. 
“It’s tough, and it’s not ideal, but it works. 
Our staff has done a remarkable job at 
keeping their chins up through it all.”

Firgrove Elementary School is another 
example of a crowded facility on the 
southwest end of the district, with 971 
students in a school built for 550. To help 
ease the crunch, the school has moved 

240 students in grades fi ve and six into 
eight portable classrooms on the neighbor-
ing Ballou Junior High School campus.

Brouillet Elementary also has run out of 
room, and all new students in that atten-
dance area are bused this year to Zeiger 
Elementary unless they already have a 
sibling at Brouil-
let or Firgrove 
elementary schools. 
Firgrove took some 
of Brouillet’s over-
fl ow these past two 
years.

Most of the students 
who were unable 
to attend Brouil-
let Elementary 
and were moved 
instead to Firgrove 
or Zeiger live in the 
fast-growing Silver 
Creek development 
on the south end 
of the district. In 
September those 
students will at-
tend school at new 
Carson Elemen-
tary, funded with the 
2004 school bond.

The story is 
similar at Pope 
Elementary School, which has a kin-
dergarten class at Hunt Elementary this 
year, and one fi fth-grade class and seven 
sixth-grade classes housed in portable 
classrooms on the Emerald Ridge High 
School campus. This is the third year 
that the older students from Pope are 
attending school on the high school 
campus. Pope will get relief in fall when 

experienced the opposite scenario — all 
major projects have had at least three 
bidders, with the low bidder coming in 
approximately 1.4 percent below the 
architect’s estimate program-wide.

Only one major project is left to go out 
to bid — the fi rst phase of the Puyal-
lup High School East Campus addition. 
This project is scheduled to go to bid in 
fall 2007.
 
“We are also pleased to report that all 
projects remain on schedule,” Rynne 
stated. In fact, four of the projects are 
actually ahead of the original schedule by 
one year or more.

The district’s decision to accelerate 

the design and construction of Carson 
Elementary School and Aylen Junior High 
School is ensuring that the district can 
more quickly respond to student learning 
requirements as well as the needs of a 
rapidly growing student population. 

Carson Elementary School in the Silver 
Creek neighborhood saw its completion 
date moved up from September 2008 
to September 2007. The Aylen Junior 
High School Replacement project was 
also accelerated from September 2009 to 
September 2008. 

“Acknowledging the success, thus far, 
of the 2004 bond program, cannot go 
without recognizing the important role 
played by the 2004 Bond Oversight Com-
mittee, made up of citizens throughout the 
district,” Rynne added.

The 2004 Bond Oversight Committee 
(BOC) was formed and commissioned by 
the Puyallup School Board soon after vot-
ers passed the bond measure in February 
2004. The committee is made up of nine 
members of the community who serve 
staggered three-year terms. 

This committee oversees the 2004 bond 
construction and renovation projects. The 
members meet monthly to review such 
issues as building design, project budgets, 
schedules, and the overall scope of work. 
The committee reports at least twice an-
nually to the Puyallup School Board, and 
also makes recommendations for further 
action by the board.

Three members of the committee are fi nance 
professionals able to scrutinize the project 
budgets and ensure that they are on track. 

Area growth continues surge in Puyallup school enrollments

2004 bond projects
continued from page 1

An abundance of new housing developments are under way on the 
southwest corner of the school district, including these homes near 
152nd Street and 84th Avenue.

Ellen Sas is the executive vice presi-
dent of Frontier Bank and also serves 
as co-chair of the Bond Oversight 
Committee. Kevin Kever is the chief 
fi nancial offi cer with Tucci & Sons 
Inc., a construction and develop-
ment company in Tacoma. Ben Heeb 
is owner of The Stock Management 
LLC.

The 2004 bond program is now ap-
proaching the 75 percent complete 
mark. With four projects already fi n-
ished, and the other ten in various stages 
of completion, the district has worked 
hard to keep costs under control and to 
keep the projects on their original sched-
ule, Rynne said.

“We are encouraged by these results,” 
she added.

Cars snake around the parking lot and line up on 112th Street in front 
of Woodland Elementary as parents pick up their children after school. 
There are 700 students attending a school built for 550.

Woodland Elementary students 
learn band, orchestra, and music 
on the school’s gym stage.

Edgerton Elementary opens.

While adding portable classrooms helps 
provide additional space for learning in 
the short term, it is not a long-term solu-
tion, said Rudy Fyles, executive director 
of facilities.

Support facilities 
in the main school 
buildings, such as 
the gym, library, 
and restrooms, 
remain cramped 
as they are only 
designed to hold 
the number of 
children the school 
was built to serve, 
he said. 

The continued 
growth in Puyallup 
is in stark contrast 
to some other 
districts in the state 
that are closing 
schools due to low 
enrollment. In a 
report earlier this 
month to the school 
board, the district’s 
demographer pro-
vided enrollment 
projections that 
forecast continued 

growth in this district through 2020.

The school district keeps a close eye on 
planned developments, including discus-
sions with builders and developers, to 
keep tabs on anticipated growth, said 
Debra Aungst, assistant superintendent of 
education support. “We monitor very care-
fully so we are careful not to overbuild.”
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Kindergarten registration for students who 
will enter the Puyallup School District for 
the fi rst time in fall 2007 is set for March 
12-16.

Evening registration will be March 12 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m., and daytime registra-
tion is scheduled March 13-16 from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Registration for students entering the 
new Carson Elementary School will be 
held at Brouillet Elementary. Parents can 
register children entering the new Edg-
erton Elementary at Pope Elementary. 
Edgerton and Carson elementary schools 
are under construction and scheduled to 
open in September.

Parents of all other students should regis-
ter at their neighborhood school or at the 
school near their daycare center.

Registration packets are available at 
elementary schools the week prior to 
registration. Packets cannot be returned to 
schools before the registration dates listed 
above and must contain all required items.

The following items should be brought to 
kindergarten registration:

•  Proof of the child’s birthday, such 
as a birth certifi cate (children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2007 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten);

The Puyallup School Board decided 
December 4 to uphold a district com-
mittee’s recommendation to keep “The 
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman” 
as required reading for eighth-grade 
students.

In a unanimous vote, the board ratifi ed 
a November 15 recommendation by the 
district’s Instructional Materials Com-
mittee (IMC) to keep the novel on the 
list of approved curriculum for eighth-
grade American Studies. 

The board held the special public 
hearing after receiving two challenges 
from parents and a consolidated chal-
lenge from six teachers. Complainants 
questioned the age-appropriateness of 
the book and suggested it be optional 
reading in eighth grade or moved to the 
tenth-grade curriculum.

Directors listened to testimony for 
and against the IMC recommendation, 
including presentations by staff, parents, 
and community members. The board 
members then shared their views on the 
subject before taking a vote.

“This is not a decision that has come 
easily for any of us,” said Director 
Diana Seeley. “This is a very deeply 
passionate issue,” she said, adding “we 
are trying to do the right thing for our 
children.”

Seeley echoed the sentiments expressed 
by the other board members when she 
said the novel should continue to be 
required reading in the eighth grade 
and challenges students to be critical 
thinkers. She said the way in which 
the book is presented to students is key 
to its success. The 1971 fi ction work 
written by Ernest Gaines is the story of 
an African-American woman’s journey 
from slavery to the days of 
the Civil Rights 
Movement.

Superintendent 
Tony Apostle said 
both the challeng-
ers and district 
staff “made highly 
professional and 
compelling cases 
focusing on the 
needs of students. 
Both sides ac-
knowledged the high quality and social 
value of ‘The Autobiography of Miss 
Jane Pitman’ and the need for a strong 
multicultural curriculum.”

Apostle also said he was heartened by  
public support for the book by members 
of the African-American community. 
“The book’s story is, in a very real 
sense, their history,” he said. “As we all 
know, this is a painful history but one the 
African-American leaders said should be 
known by young people through Miss 
Jane’s story. Many members of this 
community have offered to help as our 
students and teachers prepare to read the 
book. This is both a great gesture and a 
wonderful opportunity to build a truly 
inclusive environment within our school 
community.” 

“The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pit-
tman” was recommended for inclusion 
at the eighth-grade level in 2003 by a 
committee of 40 people who had read 
more than 100 novels over a four-year 
period before selecting the materials for 
the district’s multicultural curriculum. 
The working group included parents, 
teachers, and community members.

School board agrees 
to keep novel as 
required reading

•  Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.); and

•  Proof that the child has had the 
required immunizations and when they 
were given.

A child will not be registered and assigned 
a classroom until the school has received 
the required items. State law requires 
that children entering Washington public 
schools must show proof of having had 
the following immunizations:

Diptheria, tetanus, and pertussis vac-
cine: At least four doses, the last of which 
must have been given on or after the 
child’s fourth birthday;

Oral polio vaccine: Three doses, the 
last of which must have been given on 
or after age 4. Four doses are required if 
the same type of vaccine (IPV or OPV) is 
NOT used;

Measles, Mumps, and Rubella: Two 
doses, which must have been given on or 
after the fi rst birthday;

Hepatitis B: A three-dose series of hepati-
tis B vaccine will be required for children 
entering kindergarten; and 

Varicella (chickenpox): All children 
entering preschool, kindergarten, and sixth 
grade will need to show proof of immu-
nity from varicella (chickenpox) disease. 
This can be done in the following ways: 
vaccination on or after the fi rst birthday, 
parent documentation of the child having 
had the disease, or serologic proof of im-
munity (a positive blood test).

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contacting 
the Good Samaritan Immunization Clinic 
at (253) 435-3930. State law requires that 
the school be notifi ed if a child has a life-
threatening condition. If so, a time will be 
arranged for parents or guardians to meet 
with the child’s school nurse.

Stewart Elementary School  
kindergartner Kyle Richardson 
practices writing his letters. 

Plans under way for 2007-08 district budget
In just over seven months, the Puyallup 
School District — the ninth largest school 
district in the state — will welcome stu-
dents to the 2007-08 school year.

The new year will be marked with the 
highly anticipated opening of three schools, 
the arrival of an estimated 232 additional 
students, and the implementation of pro-
grams and other learning opportunities to 
help students meet academic standards.

In preparation, school offi cials have been 
busy laying the groundwork — includ-
ing asking for community input — in the 
development of next year’s spending plan. 
“Hearing from our stakeholders is an im-
portant element in designing our budget,” 
said Debra Aungst, assistant superinten-
dent of education support and the district’s 
chief fi nancial offi cer.

The next step in the budget process is for 
the district’s administrative leadership 
team to develop a draft budget, which will 
be unveiled this spring and followed by 
public forums to gather feedback from staff 
and the community. Superintendent Tony 
Apostle will then present his recommended 
budget in May, followed by the fi rst public 
hearing. A second public hearing and fi nal 
budget adoption will be 
held in June or July.

Aungst held a community 
forum last month to share 
the basics of how the dis-
trict receives and spends 
its money; outline some 
of the fi scal challenges 
ahead; and ask for ideas, 
observations, and sugges-
tions about next year’s 
spending plan.

There are a number of 
fi nancial challenges in the 
coming year, she said. 

Student achievement 
goals, including those related to the federal 
No Child Left Behind Act, will require 
increased investment as the district helps 
students meet academic standards, pass the 
Washington Assessment of Student Learn-
ing, and fulfi ll graduation requirements.

Kindergarten registration is March 12-16

Student enrollment is projected to in-
crease by 1.2 percent — or 232 students. 
Carson and Edgerton elementary schools 
will open in September 2007 and ease 

crowding at some area 
schools, but not all. 
This, in turn, will create 
challenges in how to 
house students in already 
overcrowded facilities 
and how to transport them 
to and from school. 

The district is entering the 
fourth year of a fi ve-year 
fi nancial plan to prepare for 
the operating costs associated 
with opening Carson and 
Edgerton elementary schools 
in 2007 and Glacier View 
Junior High in September 
2008. Like parents who plan 
for their child’s college edu-

cation, it is critical for a school district to plan 
ahead for the opening of a new school so it is 
not burdened with all of the costs in the same 
year, Aungst said.

The state Legislature convened this 

month to establish a new biennial 2007-
09 budget. The implications to public 
education will not be known until after 
the lawmakers take fi nal action in late 
spring; however, Aungst anticipates they 
will authorize an across-the-board salary, 
benefi t, and retirement increase for em-
ployees. Historically those increases have 
not been fully funded, and the district 
pays the unfunded portion of the man-
dated legislation. Aungst expects other 
unfunded mandates to also come out of 
this legislative session. 

Puyallup educators are also keeping a 
close eye on a recently published re-
port, “Washington Learns: World-Class, 
Learner Focused, Seamless Education.” 
The report, commissioned by the state 
Legislature, is the result of an 18-month 
comprehensive study of the state’s educa-
tion system from early learning to higher 
education.

The document focuses on fi ve major 
initiatives as basic strategies to reform the 
education system in Washington, however 
it does not clearly address how the initia-
tives would be funded, Aungst said.

Assistant Superintendent of Education Support Debra Aungst 
discusses the budget with (from left) Lynn Gilbertson of Karshner 
Elementary, Erin Haerling of Waller Road and Riverside elementary 
schools, and Joan Lockyer of Zeiger Elementary.

Walker High teacher Leo 
Bullock reviews budget 
materials. 
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Courtney Vindivich has the power. So do fellow Ferrucci 
Junior High students Peter Ortega and Jasmine Turner.

All three students are joining hundreds of their class-
mates this year in a new effort to make their school a 
better place. 

Ferrucci Junior High School launched a program in Sep-
tember to encourage students to promote Pride, Owner-
ship, Warmth, Encouragement, and Respect (POWER).

The new program isn’t about power in words — it’s 
about power in action, said teacher Kim Ramsey, who 
coordinates the schoolwide effort with teacher Amy 
Mittelstaedt.

“It’s about inclusion — a sense of belonging for the 
kids,” Ramsey said. “We want every student to feel a part 
of the Ferrucci community.” 

The program kicked off in fall during an all-school as-
sembly for seventh, eighth, and ninth graders. Students 
were invited to sign a pledge form promising to apply 
POWER principles at school and whenever they repre-
sent the school off campus.

Weeks after the assembly, students were still lined up 
at lunch to pledge their support for the program, which 
is modeled after one used in a school district in Eastern 
Washington. By winter break, the school neared 100 
percent participation. 

Each student who signs the pledge is given a rubber 
POWER wristband, which is imprinted with the words 
COUGAR POWER, as well as two cougar paw prints to 
refl ect the school’s cougar mascot. Students are encour-
aged to wear the wristbands as a visible sign of their 
commitment, and staff members occasionally reward 
participants. Recently students wearing the bands were 
dismissed from their last class a few minutes early so 
they could be fi rst to their lockers.

Teachers who see students modeling the POWER 
principles are encouraged to describe the behavior on 
a card that is then entered into a drawing. Students can 
win prizes such as candy, erasers, or one of the most 
coveted awards — being able to advance to the front 
of the lunch line.

Staff members have also been able to refer to the POW-
ER principles when a discipline issue arises, Ramsey 
said. The principles are posted in every classroom, in the 
halls, in the commons, and in the gym. “They will ask the 

student, ‘Which POWER principle did you break?’”

Students are invited to send classmates messages of sup-
port, encouragement, and friendship on POWER Grams 
— index sized cards that are picked up and dropped off 
in the offi ce in a specially marked container. The notes 
are hand-delivered daily during fi rst period. The POWER 
Grams have soared in popularity, with more than 1,000 
used in a week and 5,000 more on order.

“There is a tremendous amount of positive energy this 
year,” said Principal Mark Vetter. He added the number 
of discipline issues are down this year — a trend he has 
been seeing the past several years as the school does 
more to connect with students.

Seventh grader Jasmine Turner recently received a POW-
ER Gram and dropped in several of her own messages. 
“The person said I was a good friend,” she said. 

Other messages in the POWER Gram box included a 
thank you note to a student who helped another with an 
assignment in Spanish class, as well as a good luck mes-
sage to a student performing that day in band.

Eighth grader Courtney Vindivich said she likes the 
POWER program “because it gets people to open up and 
just bond.”  She added she has seen a positive change in 

Ferrucci Junior High students pledge to make 
their school a welcoming place for all

Ferrucci Junior High student Charles White 
signs his POWER pledge form.

During the 2007-08 school year, parents will be able 
to view their student’s report cards, attendance re-
ports, and other school records at any time of the day 
or night with the click of a computer button.

Parents can also easily send and receive teacher 
e-mail communications thanks to an upgrade to the 
school district’s aging student records system. The 
new StudentPlus+ system has communications fea-
tures that will benefi t both parents and staff members.

One of those features, the Home Access Center, is 
scheduled to be launched early in the school year at 
one or more school sites and expanded districtwide by 
the end of next year, said Mike Warr, co-manager of 
the student learning project.

Warr has helped lead a team of 28 district staff mem-
bers who have been meeting regularly since October 
to guide the project’s implementation. 

Once the new system is fully operational, parents will 
be able to reach the Home Access Center from the 
Internet by typing in a user name and password. 
“Security is of the utmost importance,” Warr said, 
“and this site is secure.”

At the outset, parents will be able to access general 
registration information about their children such as 
class schedules, attendance records, discipline issues, 
and report cards.

The system will eventually have the capacity for users 
to link to daily class assignments, which is especially 
helpful when a child is absent; view grade book infor-
mation such as selected test scores; and read progress 
reports.

“This gives parents better access to specifi c informa-
tion about their child,” Warr said. “It is very user-
friendly.”

Staff will also benefi t from the StudentPlus+ soft-
ware features. They can manage day-to-day student 
administration and information such as demographics, 
scheduling, medical records, student fees, and tran-
scripts. School district personnel can also generate an 
extensive number of state and regulatory reports more 
effi ciently than ever before.

Parents to get online access 
to student records

continued on page 11

Superintendent sends letter to parents on emergency preparedness
Puyallup School District Superintendent 
Tony Apostle sent the following letter to 
parents earlier this month addressing 
emergency preparedness in the Puyallup 
School District:

Student and staff safety in our schools 
is always our top priority. The January 3 
shooting incident at Foss High School in 
Tacoma is a tragic reminder that emergen-
cies can, and do, happen in our public 
schools. I want to let you know how we 
are working to prevent and respond to situ-
ations of this kind.

In the Puyallup School District, we have 
done extensive work in the area of emer-
gency preparedness. Each of our buildings 
has a fi rm plan and trained staff in place 
to respond to emergency situations, and 
we modify and update those plans on an 
annual basis.

Each school has developed emergency 

We have also taken the following precautions and emer-
gency measures:
• In partnership with the Pierce County Sheriff’s 

department and the Puyallup Police department, 
we have hired uniformed police school resource 
offi cers (SROs) who are based at each of our three 
comprehensive high schools and are responsible for 
serving each school in our district.

• All junior high and senior high schools are staffed 
with school security personnel who also serve our 
elementary schools when needed.

• All schools have been mapped by 
law enforcement and emergency 
responders providing concise, valuable 
facility information to those agencies 
in the event of an emergency. 

• We have an effective communication 
system in place to provide information 
to the community in the event of an 
emergency including our district Web 
site, voice mail, e-mail system, local 
radio and television stations, and 
a county-wide e-mail alert system 
(www.schoolreport.org).

• We have included safety and 
emergency equipment in the 2007 
bond issue that will be submitted to 
voters on February 6.

The safety and security of our students is 
our number one priority, and I want to as-
sure you that the Puyallup School District 
takes every precaution to ensure their 
well-being in the event of an emergency. 

Pierce County Sheriff’s Deputy Dan Hibben visits with Rogers High 
School students and Principal Scott Brittain. Hibben is one of three  
uniformed school resource offi cers in this district. However, it is important that we work together to prepare 

our students for emergency situations.

We count on you to talk with your students about safety 
and emergency procedures. Encourage them to share con-
cerns about friends or acquaintances who are in diffi cult 
situations. We need your support in bringing to our at-
tention any information which might help us identify and 
support our troubled students. By working together, we 
can continue to provide a safe and welcoming environ-
ment for all our students.

Tony Apostle
Superintendent

plans to deal with a variety of crises. 
Staff members are trained and routinely practice emer-
gency preparedness drills in their classrooms. All schools 
have held emergency drills this year and will continue to 
do that throughout the remaining school year. 

Last year, Rogers High School participated with county 
emergency departments including the Pierce County 
Sheriff’s offi ce in a campus-wide “Active Shooter” train-
ing exercise. This drill was designed to test our safety 
protocols, help us refi ne our practices, and develop a 
coordinated effort between the Puyallup School District 
and Emergency Response Teams.
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Last year, a new program called March 
Gladness brought students, staff, and 
citizens together with the common goal of 
helping their community. With more than 
60 community service projects completed 
and students from 28 schools involved, 
organizers knew they had to keep the 
momentum going this year.

Chris Loftis, director of Communities in 
Schools in Puyallup (CISP), said plan-
ning for the 2007 March Gladness is well 
under way. The organizers, including 
students from the district’s junior highs 
and high schools, are working on identify-
ing projects and gaining support from the 
community. 

In February, Loftis said organizers will 
pair age-appropriate projects with volun-
teers. “There are things for all ages to do,” 
he said.

AJ Sha’ar, a ninth-grader at Stahl Junior 
High School, is one of the student leader-
ship team members. “It’s been busy trying 
to get everything planned, but it’s been 
fun too,” he said.

Part of the planning process has been 
seeking more community and business 

This is the fi rst year that Sara Merz, a 
freshman and member of the leadership 
class at Aylen Junior High, is involved 
with the project. “I love to volunteer and 
get involved with the community,” she 
said.

The attitude of loving volunteer work is 
something Loftis said he hopes can spread 
with March Gladness. “Our long-term 
goal is to get people involved in their 
communities,” he said.

Already this school year, students from 
several schools have participated in com-
munity service projects including food 
drives, holiday gift giving, and collections 
of items for military personnel overseas.

Loftis said he hopes these kinds of 
projects will help people to realize the 
intrinsic value of volunteering in the com-
munity, as well as the valuable resource 
found in young people.

Part of the impetus for starting March 
Gladness last year was a developmental 
assets survey conducted several years ago 

Students in Gail Lovering’s class at Zeiger Elementary School adopted 
a military unit in Iraq for a community service project this fall.

Students in the Class of 2008 have three 
more chances to pass the Washington 
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) 
and be eligible to graduate on time.

To ensure that students have every oppor-
tunity to pass the test, the school district 
automatically registered each eleventh 
grader who has not passed one or more 
sections of the WASL to retake the test 
this spring. 

“We want to make certain that no stu-
dent’s chances for earning a high school 
diploma are jeopardized,” said Bob Silver-
man, executive director of assessment and 
accountability.

State law requires that students, beginning 
with the Class of 2008, pass the reading, 
writing, and math sections of the WASL, 
or an alternative assessment for some 
special education students, before the end 
of their senior year.

The test is given each spring to students 
in grade 10 who have not already passed 
the test. Since passing the science section 
will become a requirement beginning with 
the Class of 2010, this year’s ninth graders 
are invited to sign up for one or all four of 
the subjects on the spring WASL. Students 
who pass any WASL in the ninth grade 
will not be required to take that test in 
tenth grade.

Registration ends February 9. To register 
online, visit www.k12.wa.us/waslreg-
istration. Toll-free phone registration is 

available at (866) 400-WASL (9275). The 
state student identifi cation number shown 
on each student’s WASL score report is 
needed to register.

The state has established a standard-
ized high school WASL schedule that all 
schools must follow. The writing sec-
tion will be given on March 13, 14, and 
15. The reading section will be given on 
March 19 and 20. The math section is 
scheduled on April 17-18, and science is 
scheduled on April 19-20. Students must 
be present for all testing days in a subject 
to receive a score.

High school juniors who don’t meet stan-
dard on their third try this spring can re-
take the test in August. The fi fth and fi nal 
opportunity for these students to take the 
test before graduation is in spring 2008.

Gov. Christine Gregoire and state Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction Terry 
Bergeson recently proposed changes 
to the math WASL graduation require-
ment for the classes of 2008, 2009, and 
2010. The existing graduation require-
ments remain in effect, however, until 
the state Legislature authorizes a change. 
The 2007 Legislative session started 
this month and is expected to continue 
through April.

Under current law, students who have 
taken the high school WASL twice but 
not met standard in one or more of the 
three core subjects can pursue three 
alternative methods of meeting the 

graduation requirement.

The three options include a comparison 
of the student’s grade point average to the 
WASL scores; an equivalent math score 
on the PSAT, SAT, or ACT test; and an 
evaluation of student work.

The options are designed for students 
who have strong skills in reading, writing, 
and math but have trouble demonstrating 

those skills on the test. To be considered, 
students must have met attendance and/or 
remediation requirements outlined in their 
high school student learning plans.

Each of the three options is designed to be 
comparable in rigor to the WASL. To learn 
more specifi cs about the alternatives, visit 
the Offi ce of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Web site at www.k12.wa.us/as-
sessment/CAAOptions. 

Class of 2008 has three more chances to pass the WASL 

Students plan second annual March Gladness

Eleventh graders at Emerald Ridge High School focus on a test in 
their Advanced Placement Junior Composition class. This year’s 
eleventh graders have three more chances to meet  WASL standards 
to graduate with their class in June 2008. 

the atmosphere around school since 
the program began. “I think I’ve also 
taken action and stepped up. One 
kid was getting bullied and I said, 
‘Don’t do that. You’re not respecting 
people.’”

A group of 30 eighth and ninth graders 
serve on the school’s POWER Team 
and have helped build student interest 
in the program. The team met before 
school opened in September and dis-
cussed ways to make their peers feel 
welcome. Among other things, they 
wrote the name of every student on 
bright yellow paper lightning bolts that 
continue to be displayed along walls 
throughout the inside of the school. 
The lightning bolts represent power, 
Ramsey said.

School spirit in the program is also 
boosted with the random appearance 
of the POWER Pack – a trio of three 
teachers who, modeled after TV super 
heroes, dress up in capes, POWER 
shirts, and tights — all matching the 
school’s crimson and gray school col-
ors. The trio have appeared at school 
lunches, assemblies, back-to-school 
nights, and sporting events.

On a serious note, Ramsey said, the 
program is also designed to help 
students in crisis. Business-sized 
cards were handed out to students at 
the start of the school year. The front 
of the card lists the POWER prin-
ciples, and the back lists community 
resources and phone numbers. A stu-
dent in crisis is encouraged to show 
the card to a fellow student or staff 
member, and educators throughout 
the school are instructed to immedi-
ately address the issue — either by 
themselves or by calling upon one of 
their colleagues. The goal, Ramsey 
said, is to get the student immediate 
assistance.

involvement. “We want as many people to 
help out with this as we can get,” Sha’ar 
said.

Loftis said the number of students 
involved with the project this year is 
impressive. More than 50 junior high and 
high school students attended a meeting in 
fall, and organizers will continue meet-
ing about once every two weeks through 
March. “The participation from the junior 
high has been phenomenal this year,” 
Loftis said.

that found almost three-quarters of stu-
dents in the district did not feel valued by 
their community. “When we give students 
something of value to do in their commu-
nity, they feel more valued,” Loftis said.

Melanie Stambaugh, a sophomore at 
Emerald Ridge High School and the CISP 
student board member, said community 
service has introduced her to many dif-
ferent situations she would not normally 
have encountered and has made her more 
grateful for what she does have. “Commu-
nity service really just enhances my life,” 
she said.

While a majority of the projects are fo-
cused locally — projects last year ranged 
from penny and food drives, to repairing 
buildings and holding dances for senior 
citizens — the scope is actually much 
larger, Loftis said. “At least for a month, 
kids are doing something to make the 
world a better place,” he said.

For more information about the March 
Gladness program and how to get in-
volved, contact Loftis at (253) 840-8917.

“When we give students something 
of value to do in their community, 
they feel more valued.”

Chris Loftis

Ferrucci pledges
continued from page 10
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Mock elections bring elementary civics lessons to life
Voting is cool. Just ask fi fth and sixth 
graders in Jodi Franks’ class for highly 
capable students at Meeker Elementary 
School.

As part of a civics lesson this fall, the 
students in the Quest program turned 
their classroom into an election head-
quarters. They designed a polling booth, 
applied for junior voter registration 
cards, and fi lled out offi cial “voting is 
cool” election ballots supplied by the 
Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce.

While their parents voted in the general 
election on November 7, the students 
voted as well — in this case for their 
favorite ice cream, food, drink, sport, 
and vehicle.

Students quickly learned that every 
vote counts. As they tallied the results, 
Neapolitan emerged as a clear winner 
in the race for the students’ favorite ice 
cream. Things were not so clear-cut in 
the sports category, which ended up in a 
three-way tie between baseball, soccer, 
and football. It also came down to the 
last few votes in the race between pizza 
and hamburger for the favorite food, 
with pizza edging out the burger for the 
win.

The voting booth was strictly monitored 
to prevent students from stuffi ng the bal-
lot box, and every student had to check 
in with student registrar Rachel Shaffer. 
“They showed me their voter registra-
tion card, and I gave them a ballot,” she 
said. “We made sure voting was private 
and that the room was quiet.”

Students dropped their secret ballots 
into a small bucket covered in blue con-

struction paper with a hole large enough 
in the top for the paper to fi t through but 
small enough so students could not see 
how others voted.

“I think it is great for the kids to see 
how what we are doing in school relates 
to the real world,” Franks said. “The 
election makes the history unit come 
alive.”

The mock election tied in with a civ-
ics unit in which students memorized 
the Bill of Rights, studied branches of 
government, and practiced persuasive 
writing by playing the role of a politi-
cian at the time of the formation of 

the Constitution and government. In 
addition, students studied the meaning 
of the Preamble to the Constitution, the 
advantages and disadvantages of a two-
party system, and what it means to be an 
American.

Student Paula Bisiar said she enjoyed 
learning more about government and 
voting in the mock election. While she 
is still years away from voting in a real 
election, she said she looks forward to 
the day when she is eligible to cast her 
fi rst offi cial ballot.

To encourage citizens to vote in next 
month’s February 6 special election, 

Bisiar, Shaffer, and classmate Emily 
Hornbuckle decorated a red, white, and 
blue voter registration table that greets 
visitors in the school entry. 

Meeker Elementary is just one of sev-
eral schools that have been incorporat-
ing elections lessons into the classroom.

At Shaw Road Elementary, fi rst-grade 
teacher Marnai Boose did a two-day 
voting lesson just prior to the Novem-
ber election. Boose shared some basic 
facts about American government and 
how voters choose people to represent 
them. She also had the fi rst graders do a 
related writing assignment.

The class held a pretend 18th-birthday 
celebration, and students applied for 
their junior voter registration cards. 
Each child who voted in a mock elec-
tion also received a sticker.

Students counted the votes and charted 
the election results in graph form, which 
were displayed in the hallway outside of 
the classroom. Boose said several parents 
commented on lessons their children 
learned during the mock election.

One mother, Boose said, told her that 
her son came home from school excited 
about the classroom election, but cried 
when he learned she wasn’t registered 
to vote. “She told me her son was upset 
she wasn’t using her voice,” Boose said.

Caitlin Tibeau, 7, said she had fun vot-
ing for her favorite foods. One thing she 
learned, she said, is that people have to be 
18 years old to vote. And when that day 
comes for her, she said she will be one of 
the fi rst in line to register and vote.

After 20 years as a teacher, Vanita 
Sehgal was still nervous about the fi rst 
day of school this year. Of course, the 
nerves are to be expected from even the 
most veteran of educators if they are 
facing their fi rst day of school in a dif-
ferent country.

Sehgal hails from India. For the fi rst 
quarter of the 2006-07 school year, she 
switched places with Carolyn Callaghan 
from Rogers High School as a part of the 
Fulbright Scholar Program. The program 
is sponsored by the Council for Interna-
tional Exchange of Scholars, which works 
with Fulbright Commissions from around 
the world.

The Fulbright Scholar has been an English 
teacher, headmistress, and principal at the 
private school where she works in India. 
Here in Puyallup, she taught several levels 
of English, including Advanced Placement 
classes, and drew on her years of experi-
ence from her homeland.

Sehgal said she was received warmly by 
students, staff, and the administration. “I 
didn’t feel like I was walking into a new 
school,” she said. “I felt welcomed.”

Rogers High School principal Scott Brit-
tain said he and the staff at Rogers were 
excited to have Sehgal on staff. He said 
they felt the opportunities to learn about 
other cultures was a positive thing for all 
involved. 

Sehgal set up a wall display of images 
from her country in the classroom. The 
photos illustrated different Indian festivals 
and landmarks. She also set aside several 
days during her fi nal week at Rogers to 
more fully explain her culture, often relat-
ing the discussion to current literature the 
students were reading.

She shared traditional Indian food such 

The Puyallup School District and the 
Puyallup/Sumner Chamber of Com-
merce have joined forces to offer 
students the opportunity to get a head 
start on their future careers.

The two groups are hosting the Greater 
Puyallup Community Career Confer-
ence from 8 a.m. to noon May 1 at the 
Puyallup Nazarene Church.

The conference will provide juniors 
and seniors from all four of the 
district’s high schools with opportuni-
ties to participate in activities with area 
professionals. Students will have the 
chance to participate in job interviews 
with business representatives and learn 
about post-secondary opportunities.

The career conference will also provide 
students an avenue to interact with 
business leaders in a professional set-
ting. Students can attend business and 
career-focused seminars. 

More than 40 business, industry, and 
labor professionals have signed on 
to be a part of the conference, said 
Claudia Cooley, the school district’s as-
sistant director of career and technical 
education. “There is going to be great 
community involvement,” she said.

There will also be representatives from 
four-year universities, two-year col-
leges, and technical colleges to share 
information and answer questions.

“It is going to provide a great service 
for students,” Cooley said.

School district teams 
with Chamber for 
career conference

as an Aloo Bhujia potato snack; wore 
authentic clothing, including a sari one 
day and a pants and shirt set called “Sal-
war Kameez” on another; played a video 
that featured Indian folk music and the 
country’s national anthem; and led class 
discussions about Mahatma Gandhi 
(1869-1948), a major political and spiri-
tual leader of the Indian Independence 
Movement.

Her students also helped her transition 
from teaching in India to teaching in Puy-
allup. “They’ve been fantastic,” she said.
 
Junior Sam Lynch said having an English 
teacher from India has given him a deeper 
understanding of cultural differences and 
similarities.

While her students have been the high 
point of her time in Puyallup — she taught 
from the beginning of school until winter 

break began — there were other posi-
tives as well. “The facilities are so well 
provided for here,” she said, adding she 
is especially pleased with the everyday 
access to an Information Communications 
Station that features a laptop computer, 
document camera, speakers, and projector. 

Teaching in her own classroom was a 
novelty as well, she said. Teachers at 
her school in India move from room to 
room between classes while the students 
remain in the same room throughout the 
school day.

Sehgal also attended her fi rst high school 
football game here, saw her fi rst pep band 
performance, and spent Thanksgiving 
with fellow staff members. To read more 
about her experiences at Rogers High, 
view the article in its entirety on the dis-
trict Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us 
and click on More District News.

Meeker Elementary student Paula Bisiar casts her ballot in a mock 
election as part of a civics lesson.

Fulbright scholar teaches English at Rogers High

Fulbright scholar Vanita Sehgal, from India, taught English for the 
fi rst quarter of the school year at Rogers High School.


